Newsforum by Jeffrey, Liss
NEWSFORUM 
A salute is in order for the hard-working staff at the national Archives in Ottawa, and 
particularly Richard Lockheed, who organized the symposium "Beyond the Printed 
Word : Newsreel and Broadcast Reporting in Canada". Last October, academics and 
senior journalists were invited to join archivists in the process of reconstructing and 
understanding how the Canadian news media evolved to their current dominant 
position. The symposium was envisioned as the intellectual extension to the exhibit 
of archival holdings of news and broadcast materials from 1897-1987. The 
exhibit-which was presented like a push-button history lesson-played to 
appreciative audiences at the National Museum of Science and Technology. 
Co-sponsoring the event was the Association for the Study of Canadian Radio and 
Television (ASCRT) . ASCRT has long pressed for the preservation of broadcasting 
materials, and the improved access to these materials for researchers. In fact, the sym- 
posium itself offered further examples of the problems faced by researchers. Many of 
the academics in attendance at the Ottawa sessions required broadcast materials for 
their panel presentations, and found themselves restricted to screening tapes on the 
premises of the Archives. These are the types of examples of impediments to scholar- 
ly research that concern Robert Hackett, assistant professor of communication at 
Simon Fraser, and just appointed chair of an ASCRT committee on copyright. Accord- 
ing to Hackett significant progress has been made in the area of preservation of 
electronic records, yet there are important legal and practical restraints which limit the 
access of researchers to this material. 
Legally, there is no requirement that electronic texts be deposited with the Ar- 
chives, which ASCRT argues has improved the research picture in the United States. 
In Canada, this is because broadcasting materials receive copyright protection under 
the "unpublished documents" section. On the practical side, broadcasters are not 
equipped to handle legitimate research requests, often lacking records of what is avail- 
able and a simple and inexpensive means of making materials available. The agree- 
ments between donors (broadcasters, usually) and archives often resbict the researcher 
to on premise use of electronic documents, and no copies are permitted. 
Clearly these constraints affect the quality of research work that is produced on 
the broadcasting media. Furthermore, the uncertainty over the ongoing revisions to 
the Copyright Act (the so-called "stage-2" negotiations) cast a potentially chilling ef- 
fect on the research enterprise. Hackett warns that unless the community of com- 
munications researchers wakes up and takes a well-reasoned position on these issues, 
there is a danger that the revised law will restrict access further. If this is the case, 
teaching and research using electronic texts will be rendered difficult or impossible. 
In view of the importance of the copyright issue for media scholars, this column 
presents FOR DISCUSSION certain working proposals prepared by Bob Hackett. This 
is not the final word on the subject, and critical response is welcomed by Hackett, who 
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can be reached care of Simon Fraser University, Communications Dept, Burnaby, 
B.C. , V5A 1 S6. (604-42 1- 1237). Furthermore, if you have stories of the problems that 
you have faced in attempting to use electronic media texts, please send the details in 
a letter to Hackett. Let it be stressed that ASCRT is not yet endorsing a position: these 
are working proposals which will eventually be circulated to government officials, 
broadcasters, broadcast unions, academic associations, and other interested scholars. 
Other members of the ASCRT committee on copyright include Derek Reimer, from 
the Sound and Moving Image Division, Provincial Archives, Victoria, B.C.; Howard 
Fink at Concordia, and (ASCRT president) Mary Jane Miller, Department of Fine 
Arts, Brock University. 
Here are the evolving positions: 
In general, broadcast documents in all media should be made available for further 
use in teaching and research. While creators should be appropriately compensated 
for such uses, and their copyrights protected, undue impediments to the study of 
broadcasting documents should be removed. 
Creative broadcast documents alone should come under copyright protection; 
administrative records should not be protected by copyright, but should become 
available for research as quickly as is compatible with their status as 
administrative records. 
Programs publicly broadcast should be defined in ways similar to published print 
documents, relating to research access and copyright protection. Fair dealing 
should apply to broadcasting documents. Fair dealing should be defined to 
explicitly include the off-air recording of programs for purposes of private study, 
research and criticism. Fair dealing should also include the loan or exchange of 
tapes and transcripts of programs for purposes of private non-profit study, research 
and criticism. 
The problems of formal access to broadcasting programs and fair recompense to 
copyright owners would both be solved by the establishment of a central clearing 
house for the expediting of re-use of these programs, with a differential schedule 
of agreed upon payments. Commercial use would be more expensive than 
educational use, while individual scholar use would not require a charge. In 
exceptional cases there should be provision for individual negotiation of 
payments. 
The public archives and donors of broadcast programs should be encouraged to 
reach "framework " agreements that permit the production and loan of individual 
copies of programs for purposes of off-premise research. Users of such tapes 
would contractually agree to abide by the conditions specified. This approach 
should minimize the need, and time delay of reaching a decision on each 
individual user request 
6. The forms of scholarly access to broadcast programs would not include 
rebroadcast of such materials. Such reproduced materials could be used only for 
non-profit purposes with public benefits, primarily teaching and research. The 
source of programming would be appropriately acknowledged. 
Hackett emphasizes that the intention is to press this position with respect to all 
electronic programs, regardless of genre: i.e. drama as well as news and public affairs. 
Copyright and the electronic media is a formidable agenda, but one which com- 
munications scholars cannot afford to ignore. Please consider these proposals, and 
write to Bob Hackett at his Simon Fraser address in the Department of Communica- 
tion. 
The World Association for Christian Communication will be holding its World 
Communication Congress 15-19 October, 1989 in Manila, Phillipines. The call for 
papers, and for proposed special interest groups has gone out on the theme "Com- 
munication for Community". Those interested are invited to submit papers, abstracts, 
and theme ideas to : Congress '89 Organiser, WACC, 357 Kensington Lane, London 
SEll5QY England 
The Journal of Social Behavior and Personality calls for manuscripts for a spe- 
cial cross-disciplinary issue on "Anxiety, Cognition and Communication". Address 
papers or inquiries to guest editor Melanie Booth-Butterfield, Dept. of Communica- 
tion Studies, West Virginia University, Morgantown WV 26506. 
Special editor James Neuliep calls for papers for another special issue of the Jour- 
nal of Social Behavior and Personality, on replication studies. The journal is calling 
for papers that describe work which retests the classic assumptions in light of what 
has been learned in areas such as women's issues, human rights, poverty and nuclear 
war. Address papers or abstracts to guest editor Neuliep at the Dept. of Communica- 
tion, St. Norbert College, 100 Grant St., De Pere WI 54115. 
Finally, thanks is due to McGill graduate student Elaine Ayotte for her assistance 
with French language translation. 
Liss Jeffrey. 
